August 2024

Newsletter

Village of Indian Point

Financials:

What kind of candy do you find at school?
Nerds & Smarties!

July’s Sales tax revenues exceeded budget by $62K
or 19.58%.

Expenses remain under budget due to deferred
expenses.

SEWER:

July’s Fee Revenue came in under budget by $2K or
10%. Revenue continues to fall short due to lower
usage billing than originally anticipated.

Expenses remain under budget due to effective
monitoring and controlling of expenses.

The Village is building on its current reserves. This
1s to ensure that the Village operations remain
secure in the case of an economic downfall . In
addition, we continue to monitor expenses closely so
as not to exceed the revenues.
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Another month bites the

dust!

We do a little more than listen to podcasts and audible around

here!

Accounting & Sewer Admin:

Sewer Revenues were down by $1,624.66 this
month. 2 payment plans were started on delinquent
accounts last month totaling a past due balance of
$2,106.32 combined. We have six remaining
delinquent accounts under review, five of the six
were sent payment plans last month. Shannon
continues to work closely with MODOR and
conducting monthly audits as well as continues to
work on the MODOR Tax/Nightly Rental Project.
The Local Records Grant has been completed and
we received the completed files on thumb drives
from Springfield Blueprint & Photo. Shannon sent
the final report to the State, and we are currently
pending final review of the finals with
reimbursement of the costs back to the Village of
$1,228.62. Shannon attended a zoom meeting with
Chief Lucas & T-Mobile on July 10". Shannon
assisted in hosting the TCED meetings on July 18",
25" for the Financial Oversite & Board of
Directors. Shannon & Nathan attended a meeting
with Branson Bank to discuss our current
relationship. The Village was able to secure a
1009 increase on our interest rates while
maintaining a no fee service.

Village Clerk:

Beth completed 16 Business Licenses in July!
She has matched last year’s number of 149 with
13 currently pending completion. In addition,
she 1ssued 18 Golf Permits last month bringing
the total of 59 permits issued this year as well as
completed 4 Sunshine requests in July. Beth 1s
currently researching the current Fire Permits
turned in by Dylan and comparing them to the
current Business Licenses. In her research, she
1s finding several permits that have not apphed
for a Business Licenses and is sending letters to
those individuals.

Boss: You should've been here at 8
Me: Why, what happened at 87

Stone County Health Department for BTS
Immunizations.
‘Walk in clinics available
https://www.facebook.com/StoneCoHealt

hDept/

Food Pantry Donation, Volunteer, or
Assistance.
https://ourladyofthecove.org/news/so
uthern-stone-county-food-pantry

Mental Health Services & Medical &
Dental Services.
https://www.burrellcenter.com/locati
ons/branson-west

https://fordlandclinic.org/
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Important
Information!

August 2024

At least that’s what Nathan says!

Village Manager: IWORQ Update:
Nathan had a final meeting with IWORQs rep to discuss getting
Planning and Zoning: better invoice dates for the contract to better fit our budget as well as
. Board of Adjustments met for a variance request on discuss training procedures if we take on the software. This software

Setbacks: request denied. will improve productivity within the office as well as improve sales tax

. Commission recommended approval of a Rezone, revenue.
Approved Sketch Plan of Lot Combo, Held Public
Hearing for Re-Zone, Recommended approval of a —
Sl P dine Villase Froineer reviem) e @ ]
Preliminary Plat (pending Village Engineer review) ﬁm 1
Grant Update: i

SMOCOG: Sent out RFQ’s for Engineering and will continue to
work with SMCOG over selecting firm and starting stormwater study.
MOU given to us for grant agreement. There will be a public
meeting with selected firm to hear from residents/business owners
about any issues they have with flooding/stormwater issues on their
properties. This will be taken into account when the Engineers are
creating the mitigation plan. A final agreement has been made with
SMCOG over Comprehensive Plan contract language.

Staff Tram.mg All staff will be completing Harassment Training
on August 28", 2024 from 10:30 am until 12:00 pm provided by HR
Advantage. The Village Hall will be closed during this time so all staff
can participate.

If you need to speak or meet with Nathan, please make an
appointment by calling 417.338.5599 or email
planning_zoning@indianpoint-mo.gov.

Meetings: Shannon & Nathan met with Branson Bank over the
available instruments for our reserves. August 6" Primary Election
went well at the office and there was a large turnout. Nathan spoke with
a lot of residents that he doesn’t often get to speak to.

Nathan attended the Legislative Affairs meeting. Nathan met with

Steve Dalton (Branson West Administrator) and two representatives
from Reeds Spring School District over the Regional Trails plan.
SMCOG Executive Meeting: Nathan had his first SMCOG executive
Committee meeting and voted on various requested funding and
received updated of interest to the ten-county region.

Ignore the law and I hear they give you photos and prints

for free!
Indian Point Police Department

The IPPD are continuing high visible patrols daily! In July, they logged over 1882 miles of police patrols which 1s
approximately 18 miles of roads in the Village. This averages out to be over 104 trips around most of the Village roads. The
IPPD makes it a priority to visit with residents and visitors within our community. If you would like more police presence on
your street, please let the Chief or any of the officers know! The IPPD responded to 89 calls within our Village. The Village 1s
now sharing the Flock camera with 168 Networks! In other words, we are sharing cameras with several hundred cameras 24/7
from Dallas to Chicago, Tulsa to Tampa and departments across the USA. The Chief is working hard to build this system
which is a great benefit to the residents and visitors in our community.
7.22.24: 3 vehicles were tampered with in The Villages at Indian Point. A car was located in the area with stolen plates. By
7.31.24 the Flock cameras notified the Village of Indian Point Police that the vehicle had entered the community, and the
suspect was quickly apprehended . Way to GO IPPD!

e 7.1.24: Chief Mike & Nathan attended the Women’s Club Meeting

o 7.2.24: Chief Mike worked FireBurst with other surrounding police agencies

o 7.10.24: Chief Mike attended the Outlaws meeting in Branson West

e 7.11.24: Chief Lucas attended the Southwest Missouri Police Chiefs meeting in Branson

o 7.18.24: Chief Lucas attended the Southwest Missouri Investigators Meeting at MOCIC

° 7.23.24: Office Marcum attended and completed Basic Glock Armorer School in Joplin MO

o 7.25.24: Chief Lucas attended the Table Rock Chamber Luncheon

o 8.5.24: Chief Lucas participated in the Harbor House charity golf tournament at Ledgestone with Chief Lemoine

and other business leaders in support for victims of domestic violence in Stone County.
o 8.6.24: IPPD provided security for the primary Elections held at the Village Office

Looking for a hot date?
Pick any date in August.
They don't get much

hotter than that.
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August 17th, 2024 National Geocaching Day: Geocaching is a
real-world, outdoor adventure that is happening all the time, all around
the world. To play, participants use the Geocaching app and/or a GPS
device to navigate to cleverly hidden containers called geocaches.
There are millions of geocaches in 190 countries waiting to be
discovered—there are probably even some near you right now.
Geocaching started in early 2000. When the website launched, only 75
geocaches had been hidden. Today, there are over 3 million geocaches
and millions of active geocachers playing the game. Geocaches come in
all different shapes, sizes, and difficulties and are hidden in both rural
and urban settings. Geocaching offers something for everyone, from
families with children to retirees. Some geocachers play the game to
see how many total “finds” they can get, while others play to see how
many new states or countries they can visit. Geocaching is a great way
to find remarkable destinations that you would not have otherwise
discovered. It is also an excellent educational tool and an excuse to get
off the couch. Go play. To get started, create a free basic account and
use Geocaching.com or the free Geocaching® app to search for
geocaches near your location. Whether you are off to find your first
geocache or your ten-thousandth, the Geocaching® app 1s your
ultimate geocaching toolbox. Once you find a geocache, open it up and
sign the logbook. You may discover some trade or swag items (small
toys, keychains, trinkets) inside the geocache. The general rule of
thumb is if you take something, leave something of equal or greater
value. Then, place the container back exactly how you found it and
share your experience online with the rest of the geocaching
community. Connect. You can learn more about geocaching through
the Geocaching Blog, The Geocaching Channel on YouTube, or

the Geocaching Help Center. Educators can share ideas and lesson
plans in the Geocaching.com Forum section for education. You can
also connect with the geocaching community

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+, and Pinterest. #«ticle
Jfrom geocaching.com/blog

August
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World Humanitarian Day
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Community&
Info

August 2024

To keep the Community Member of the Month going each
month, We need YOUR nominations! The nominee can be an

Community Member Of the individual, Couple, Business, etc.

'
Month' Each Community Member will receive a certificate at the
August 92024, Monthly Board of Trustee Meetings as well as a spot in the
Branson Globe.

y The forms to nominate will be emailed out once a month with a
deadline on when to return the form. If you have any questions Public Works: The guys had several sewer calls this month!

I‘.‘ ,f' B/ on the Community Member of the Month, please email A back up at a local resort, pump & wiring repairs at a

,1' IIII | office@indianpoint-mo.gov or call the office @ 417.338.5599. Station, pump repair ata local Resor@, and an emergency
| : call on a Friday night due to a sewer line break that the

ﬂ(l o 3 - g AL ) . - guys alongside Nathan worked until 2 am to fix! A shout

out also to Chris Houghton (Board of Trustee) who also
assisted with the line break! Way to be on top of it! Public
‘Works has purchased parts, tools, & equipment to be
prepared for these moments!

Daron & Lance have been working through several work
orders. Please continue to fill out the work order forms if
you need Public Works assistance. The forms are located
on our website or at the Village Hall office. These forms
help to ensure work orders are monitored and completed.
Ditch work continues throughout the point! They have
completed many ditch work requests and are continuously
working on the Cave Lane Project. Mowing & Trash
Pickup is ongoing!

Daron got the bids completed for the Village Fall Clean
Up!

Congratulations to The Cove on Indian Point Maintenance
Guys! Troy Golden, Jayson Johnson, and John Abram work
extremely hard and tirelessly to make the Cove on Indian
Point a beautiful place for owners and guests to visit! They do
a lot to make the resort look fabulous. From keeping the pool
and hot tub sparkling clean and shimmering blue, to
maintaining clean and safe grounds at the resort to repairs and
much, much more! They are always willing to lend a hand and
take time to speak to owners and guests with a smile. A huge Daron has been working with a Resort on a solution for the
THANK YOU from your community and the Village of dumpster that is blocking the “right-of-way”.

Indian Point! Daron & Lance will be attending an OSHA level 2 training
class on September 10" in Springfield. This is a refresher
course for Daron.

Nathan, Daron, and Mike have been working on a project
to address some of the drainage issues on Indian Point
Road. The project would run in front of the Villages to the
end of the campground.

Do you enjoy the Monthly Newsletters? Let us know! What would you like to see more or less of?
Would you like to see something added ? Email your feedback to office@indianpoint-mo.gov
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March on Washington, political demonstration held in Washington, D.C., on August 28, 1963, that was attended by an estimated 250,000 people to protest racial discrimination and to show support for
major civil rights legislation that was pending in Congress.

The March on Washington was the result of collaboration among the “Big Six” of the civil rights movement: James Farmer, Martin Luther King, Jr., John Lewis, A. Philip Randolph, Roy Wilkins, and Whitney
Young, all leaders of civil rights groups. The activist Bayard Rustin was its main organizer. The event brought together hundreds of thousands of people who gathered peaceably on the National Mall, in the shadow
of the Lincoln Memorial, to demand equal justice for all citizens under the law. The event included musical performances by Marian Anderson, Mahalia Jackson, Joan Baez, and Bob Dylan, and it featured remarks
by numerous speakers, some part of the official program and others not, including Lewis, Wilkins, Young, Daisy Bates, Walter Reuther, and Josephine Baker, among others. A tribute also honored Bates, Rosa
Parks, Myrlie Evers, Diane Nash, and other Black women involved in the civil rights movement. King was the event’s final official speaker. The crowd was uplifted by the emotional strength and prophetic quality
of his address, which came to be known as the “I Have a Dream” speech. King emphasized his faith that, as he put it, “one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”” He also expressed his hope that his children would live in a nation where they would “not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
The rising tide of civil rights agitation, which sought in particular to address specific inequalities experienced by Black people, greatly influenced national opinion and resulted in the passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, guaranteeing equal voting rights, outlawing discrimination in restaurants, theatres, and other public accommodations involved in interstate commerce, and encouraging school desegregation. I Have a
Dream, speech by Martin Luther King, Jr., that was delivered on August 28, 1963, during the March on Washington. A call for equality and freedom, it became one of the defining moments of the civil rights
movement and one of the most iconic speeches in American history.

Civil rights supporters at the March on Washington, held in Washington, D.C., on August 28, 1963.

Some 250,000 people gathered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., for the March on Washington. The one-day event both protested racial discrimination and encouraged the passage of civil rights
legislation; at the time, the Civil Rights Act was being discussed in Congress. The march featured various speeches as well as musical performances before King, a celebrated orator, appeared as the final official
speaker; A. Philip Randolph and Benjamin Mays ended the proceedings with a pledge and a benediction, respectively. Early in his prepared speech, King referenced Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address with
“Five score years ago....” He then spoke about the Emancipation Proclamation, which “end[ed] the long night of their [slaves’] captivity.” However, he continued by noting that African Americans were still “not
free” and that they were “crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.”

According to various observers, however, as King neared the end, the address was failing to achieve the resonance of his more noteworthy speeches. As activist John Lewis noted, King himself could “sense that he
was falling short.” Perhaps that compelled singer Mahalia Jackson to call out, imploring him to tell the crowd about “the dream.” It was a theme he had used at earlier events but had been advised not to use in
Washington, with one aide calling it “trite.” At Jackson’s urging, however, King abandoned his prepared text and launched into a discussion of his dreams, adopting “the stance of a Baptist preacher.”

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream....I have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream that...one day right there in Alabama, little Black boys and Black girls
will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

King’s improvisations seemed to strike a chord with the crowd, many of whom called out words of encouragement. The speech built to its emotional conclusion, which was borrowed from a Black spiritual: “Free
at last. Free at last. Thank God Almighty, we are free at last.” Largely based on King’s extemporizations, the speech was widely considered the greatest of the 20th century, noted for its power and resonance. With
its universal appeal, “I have a dream” became an enduring phrase both in the United States and elsewhere. In addition, many believed the speech helped secure passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964. Britannica
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Oh, LOOK more National Holidays !

August 31st

National Fat Outside
Day

August 30, 2021
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What’s going on in Stone County!
Whiskey, Whiskers & Hairball is a cause “fore” fireworks!

EVENTS:

e Reeds Spring Inaugural Golf Tournament — August 24th, 2024
beginning @ 8:30am at Indian Tree Golf Course. 2 Man
scramble. To register: indiantree.buffie@gmail.com or call
417.748.3300.

e Black Oak hosts Hairball and Paralandra — August 315, 2024
from 7:30pm-11:30pm at 1728 State Hwy H Lampe Mo
65681. For Tickets:

¢ Chateau on the Lake Labor Day Fireworks Celebration —
September 15t, 2024 at Chateau on the Lake Resort 415 N State
Hwy 265 Branson Mo 65616.

School 1s like toilet paper...

Tri Lakes Humane Society Presents Whiskers and Whiskey at
the Races — September 7th, 2024 from 6:00pm-9:00pm at

American Water Sports 13253 MO 13 Kimberling City MO.
Advanced tickets: $20.00 At the door: $25.00. For more info:

To see local events going on each weekend, please join our Facebook group!

https://www.facebook.com/VOIPGovernment

‘Want to highlight your business in our newsletter? Let us
know! We love helping local businesses! Send your
mformation to:

Ofﬁce@mdlanpomt-mo gov
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KC CHIEF'S RALLY 1

AUGUST 31 2024 - 6 PM
AT BRANSON LANDING FOUNTAINS

ANSAS GITY GHIEES

P RIT WEEK

W BRANSON

GFFICIAL NFR PATTERN SIZE —emm___
= AUGUST 3], 2024

EXHIBITIONS 8-9:30AM " ﬁ’m

y YOUTH STARTS NO

EARLIER THAN 10AM

BUCKLE TO EACH DIVISON WINMNER-ORPEN AND YOUTHI

OPEN 4D: “J"

F"'IH‘ MORE INFO
STONE COUNTY EVENT CENTER ARENHA FACEBODK

STONE CO EVE NTER
, ?Dﬂ AEHAEELLE LN %ALE A MO

PENTING

SATURDAY MARKET
Blue Eye, MO
Saturdays / APR-OCT 8am-1pm

|

E VERV S‘ﬂf URDA l” 8am - fpm
Vendors Galore! Anything & Everything!
Live Music = Ice Cream Truck

Giveaways * Playground
Farmers Market = Jenny Lees BBQ

75 Doc Miller Rd. on Hwy 13

Al e old Raymonds/Spicy Tomaloes Restaurani Bullding between Lampe & Blue Eve

e e I
KIMBERLING CITY

3 ©
FESTIVAL

SEPTEMEER 14 2024
11 AM -5 PM

FOOD | DRINKS | LIVE MUSIC

FARK AT HIMBERLIMG CITY LIBRARY
VENDORS AND MUSIC WILL BE SURROUNDING CITY HALL

7t £ 26t

N 1| FREE PARKING / FREE ENTRY



Indian Point Fall Clean Up

ClLEANLP

When: October 8 and 10 8:00am

WMivhati- The Willage willbe picking up tvwwo
items=s from residents o help dispos= of
larger item s for a fall cleanup and assist
peoplE clean clutier from their house. The
“Willage will alsa praovide a roll-off dumpst=r
for=malle=r ite=em=s so that any resident is
fres to make drop offs at between: (8" and
10%). The dumpster and fall clean-ugp wwill
be ata first come first serve basis.

Hows to participate: Come by the office and

put yours=elf dowvwn om our sign-up sheat.

Afrer signing up the office willgive you

ribbans to put on the items, so they know

what to pick up. Htems willne=d to be on

the curb and mark=d with the mnbbaon to be

pick=d up during th=e approwved dates. W= o

R Sl ER e mevine eme - T Free
Fall |
Cleanup!

IMPORTANT

NOTICE
cecceees PLEASE READ

NOTICE OF

ROAD

WORK

If you hawve any gueaesticons, pleaza call
the Village Office at 417.338.553899 or
aemail office@indigmpoint-mo.gos

| twSZo




THE 1 ANNUAL INDIAN POINT CHRISTMAS

PARADE!

The Village of Indian Point 1* Annusl

Christmas
Parade

Join the Vilage of Indian Point as we celebrate the
Holiday Season! This is a free event, everyone s
welcome! Santa will be collecting foys for Unite

Table Rock Lake at the end of the parade!

December 14ih, 2024
4:15 pm

INDIAN POINT CAMPGROUND (PARKING AT THE INDIAN POINT
MARINA]
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i Please Ll el the infoumation belows arnd
el g lollen than Mevemben tot, 2024,

1 Gyroup Name:

= Contoact Penagn:

Sign up and Registration
information!

*  Spturdsy December 14™,
2024 st 4:15pm.

®  Parking st Indian Point
Campground, Indisn Point
Mo. (Branzon Mo}

* Lineupstarta gt 3:00 pm at
Indian Point Marina

® All participants must be ready
to go by 4:00 pm and remain
in the parade until the end of
the paradsa.

*  Allentriez must be turned in
no leter than Movember 1at.
2024 vis email to
offi indianpoint-mo.gov

*  Formore information contact
Shannon at 417.338.5599.

Award Catagories:

“The Sleighing It Award™
[Moat Creativa)

“It’a & Major Award”
{Moat Traditional)

% Are You Serious Clark”
{ Beat Decorated Golf Cart)

“The Jollizzt Bunch of Elves this
gide of the Village”
{Owverall Favorite)

== All entries are welcome -
Flogts, Vehicles, Bands, Dance,
etc.!
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On this day in 2006, Plute was demoted to a
Dwarf Planet. Pluto didn't care though. It
didn't change and continued its orbit around
the Sun as it has done for billions of years.

WOMEN'S
EQUALITY DAY

— AUGLET 3 — 1

Women's Equality

Day is celebrated in the United
States on August 26 to commemorate
the 1920 adoption of the Nineteenth
Amendment (Amendment XIX) to

the United States Constitution, which
prohibits the states and the federal
government from denying the right to
vote to citizens of the United States on
the basis of sex. It was first celebrated
in 1971, designated by Congress in
1973, and is proclaimed each year by
the United States President. The date
was chosen to commemorate the day
in 1920 when the Secretary of

State Bainbridge Colby signed the
proclamation granting American
women the constitutional right to
vote. In 1971, following the 1970
nationwide Women's Strike for
Equality, and again in 1973, as the
battles over the Equal Rights
Amendment continued,
Congresswoman Bella Abzug of New
York introduced a resolution to
designate August 26 as Women's
Equality Day.

In 1972, President Richard

Nixon issued Proclamation 4147,
which designated August 26, 1972, as
"Women's Rights Day" and was the
first official proclamation of Women's
Equality Day. On August 16, 1973,
Congress approved H.J. Res. 52,
which stated that August 26 would be
designated as Women's Equality Day
and that "the President is authorized
and requested to issue a proclamation
in commemoration of that day in 1920
on which the women in America were
first guaranteed the right to vote". The
same day, President Nixon issued
Proclamation 4236 for Women's
Equality Day, which began, in part:
"The struggle for women's suffrage,
however, was only the first step toward
full and equal participation of women
in our Nation's life. In recent years, we
have made other giant strides by
attacking sex discrimination through
our laws and by paving new avenues
to equal economic opportunity for
women. Today, in virtually every
sector of our society, women are
making important contributions to the
quality of American life. And yet, much
still remains to be done".

As of 2023, every president since
Richard Nixon has issued a
proclamation each year designating
August 26 as Women's Equality Day.
Wikipedia

The National Park Service was created when
President Woodrow Wilson signed the Organic
Act on August 25, 1916. The anniversary of its
creation is known as National Park Service
Founders Day, or simply as Founders Day,
and is celebrated by all national parks. They
offer free admission and host special
programs, both in-person and virtual. The
celebration happens to take place

during National Parks Month.

According to the Organic Act, "the Service
thus established shall promote and regulate
the use of the Federal areas known as
national parks, monuments and reservations"
and their "purpose is to conserve the scenery
and the natural and historic objects and the
wildlife therein and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by
such means as will leave them unimpaired for
the enjoyment of future generations." This is
not too far removed from the National Park
Service's current mission statement: "The
National Park Service preserves unimpaired
the natural and cultural resources and values
of the National Park System for the enjoyment,
education, and inspiration of this and future
generations. The Park Service cooperates
with partners to extend the benefits of natural
and cultural resource conservation and
outdoor recreation throughout this country and
the world." The National Park Service is a
bureau in the U.S. Department of the Interior.
Itis led by a director who is nominated by the
president and confirmed by the U.S. Senate.
The first national park was Yellowstone
National Park. It was established on March 1,
1872, with the Yellowstone Act, "as a public
park or pleasuring-ground for the benefit and
enjoyment of the people." Yellowstone was
administered by the U.S. Department of the
Interior, as were other early parks and some
monuments, while other monuments and
historical areas were administered by the War
Department and the Forest Service of the
Department of Agriculture. When the National
Park Service was created on today's date in
1916, it managed 35 parks and monuments.
With an executive order in 1933, President
Franklin Roosevelt brought 56 national
monuments and military sites administered by
the War Department and the Forest Service
into the National Park Service. This move
brought areas of historical, scenic, and
scientific importance together. For a new park
to be created, there must be an act of
Congress. But, on account of the Antiquities
Act of 1906, the president can proclaim
national monuments on lands under federal
jurisdiction.

By the 2020s, there were over 420 national
park sites, or units, in the National Park
System, covering over 85 million acres of land,
located in every state, in the District of
Columbia, and in a number of US territories.
Collectively they are referred to as parks,
although there are many naming designations,
such as National Battlefields, National Military
Parks, and National Historic Sites. There are
also "related areas"—these are not managed
by the National Park Service, but "are linked in
importance and purpose to places managed
directly by the National Park Service by
preserving important segments of the nation's
natural and cultural heritage." Examples are
National Heritage Areas, Affiliated Areas, and
trails in the National Trails System. The
National Park Service employs about 20,000
people and has almost 300,000 volunteers!
With such an expanse of land in its jurisdiction
and so many people involved in the land's
preservation, it's apparent that the National
Park Service's original goal of conservation for
future generations is still being met, and this is
celebrated today with National Park Service
Founders Day! Checkiday.com

Don't change whao you are for anyone!
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On Aug. 24, 2006, the
International Astronomical Union
voted to strictly define a planet,
which ultimately downgraded
Pluto from the ninth planet from
the sun to a dwarf planet —
causing controversy both
scientifically and culturally. The
IAU, an organization that governs
international professional
astronomical activities worldwide,
determined a planet must meet
three criteria: It orbits around the
sun, itis a spherical shape, and it
is big enough that its gravity
cleared away any other objects of
a similar size near its orbit.

Pluto only meets two of the criteria
required to be a planet. Because it
is not gravitationally dominant,
Pluto is considered a dwarf planet.
However, only 5% of the world's
astronomers voted on the
redefinition, sparking controversy
in the astronomy community.
"There's a lot of leading planetary
astronomers who are very upset
about it," said Skylar Grayson, an
astrophysics Ph.D. student at
Arizona State University.

The reclassification of Pluto also
had a wide cultural impact as well.
So much so that the American
Dialect Society choose "plutoed”
as 2006's Word of the Year —
meaning "to give someone or
something a less important
position than they had before."
"There was a big outcry about
Pluto being demoted," Grayson
said. "People had sort of an
emotional connection to it. You
grew up learning about the nine
planets, then all of the sudden
there’s eight." Pluto was
discovered in 1930 by astronomer
Clyde W. Tombaugh at the Lowell
Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona.
Its surface temperature is
estimated at approximately -360
Fahrenheit and its average
distance from the sun is nearly
four billion miles — taking
approximately 248 years to

complete one orbit. BySydney
Hartman KCRA

Emma Nutt (July 1860 - 1915) became the
world's first female telephone operator on
September 1, 1878, when she started working
for the Edwin Holmes Telephone Dispatch
Company (or the Boston Telephone Dispatch
Company) in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S. In
January 1878, the Boston Telephone Dispatch
Company had started hiring boys as telephone
operators, starting with George Willard

Croy. Boys (reportedly including Nutt's
husband) had been very successful

as telegraphy operators, but their attitude (lack
of patience) and behavior (pranks and cursing)
were unacceptable for live phone contact, so the
company began hiring women operators
instead. Thus, on September 1, 1878, Nutt was
hired, starting a career that lasted between

33 and 37 years, ending with her retirement
sometime between 1911 and 1915. A few hours
after Nutt started working, her sister Stella
became the world's second female telephone
operator, also making the pair the first two sister
telephone operators in history. Unlike her sister,
Stella only remained on the job for a few years.
The customer response to her soothing,
cultured voice and patience was overwhelmingly
positive, so boys were soon replaced by women.
In 1879 these included Bessie Snow Balance,
Emma Landon, Carrie Boldt, and Minnie
Schumann, the first female operators in
Michigan.

Nutt was hired by Alexander Graham Bell, who
is credited with inventing the first practical
telephone; apparently she changed jobs from a
local telegraph office. She was paid a salary of
$10 per month for a 54-hour week. Reportedly,
she could remember every number in the
telephone directory of the New England
Telephone Company. Wikipedia
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